Charles Street and William Street
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The assessment ride notes were put together by knowledgeable members of the VACC Van/UBC Committee however the VACC doesn't necessarily endorse all recommendations in them. For further information, please contact Committee Chair, Lisa Slakov at lslakov@telus.net.
VACC members were invited to ride along Charles Street, and assess its suitability as a possible bike route. This followed a request from the City of Burnaby, who plan to make a bike route that could join a matching Vancouver bike route, possibly on Charles Street.

Charles Street is located four blocks north of East 1st Ave, and five blocks south of Adanac Street. It runs from Vernon Drive to Cassiar, where it is interrupted by the freeway. A dead-end stub runs west of Boundary Road for a distance of one block.

* Eastbound from Vernon Drive

Quite a steep climb to reach Commercial Drive. The grade starts out shallow, but rapidly rises a block east of Clark Drive. There is no stoplight on Clark Drive, and there should be (there is one a block

north at Clark Drive and William Street). Charles Street is rather narrow between Clark Drive and Nanaimo Street, about the same width as East 10th Ave between Fraser and Commercial. As on 10th, car parking is allowed on both sides of the street.

There is a stoplight at Commercial Drive, but none at Victoria Drive (although there is a crosswalk). A

stoplight is needed on Victoria Drive somewhere between 1st Ave and Venables Street, so Charles Street would be a good place to put it.

Another climb up to Lakewood Drive, and here we begin to see some traffic calming appear. There is a small median at Lakewood which cars are not supposed to drive around, although many do. This median could be improved to prevent that.

East of Lakewood, Charles Street is downhill to Nanaimo Street, with speed bumps for two blocks beside Lord Nelson School.

The crosswalk at Nanaimo Street (with stoplight) runs at an angle. This is fine eastbound, but westbound riders are not well served here. Some painted lanes and a westbound stoplight activation button for cyclists should be added.

East of Nanaimo, Charles Street is very wide and completely flat to Renfrew, with traffic calming provided by traffic circles and a four-way stop sign at Slocan Street.

A stoplight will be needed at Renfrew Street, despite there being one a block south).

Past Renfrew, it's downhill to the freeway. There are two Stop signs that need to be turned to accommodate a bike route: one at Lillooet Street and one at Rupert Street.

Charles Street effectively ends at Cassiar. There is an awkward and narrow pedestrian bridge across the freeway at William and Cassiar. It's not big enough, although it is usable for a single cyclist. For

realistic cyclist use, this bridge would have to be replaced. Ideally it would provide a ramp from Charles and Cassiar across the freeway and exit onto William Street.

Stoplights will also be required at William and Boundary. This corner currently provides an uncontrolled left-turn lane for northbound drivers on Boundary Road to turn onto William Street. Most drivers I observed drove through here at rather high speed, which is unsafe for both cyclists wishing to cross Boundary Road, and for Vancouver residents of William Street.

* Westbound from Cassiar Street

An unpleasant long climb up to Nootka Street (although on very good pavement), but thereafter Charles Street westbound is fine, apart from the improvement at Nanaimo Street, mentioned above.

* Observation

William Street would be a better bike route because the westbound hill from Cassiar is easier to climb, and due to the existing stoplight at Clark Drive. Nanaimo Street has a stoplight on Charles; Victoria Drive has no stoplight anywhere in this area; and the stoplight on Renfrew Street could be moved. Unfortunately, William Street is not contiguous between Renfrew and Windermere, and a detour to Charles Street at Renfrew would be difficult. A detour to Charles on Slocan or Kaslo is possible.

* Malkin Avenue and Charles Street

Malkin Avenue eastbound ends at Glen Drive, terminated by warehouses lining railway tracks. On the map, it aligns exactly with Charles Street two blocks distant across the railway.

A better candidate for a cyclist bridge over the railway would again be William Street. West of the railway tracks, William Street ends in a fence, and thus there are no warehouse buildings in the way. On the east side of the tracks, William Street ends in a cul-de-sac.

