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Vancouver-UBC Local Committee

www.bikehub.ca/vancouver-ubc



Active listening 

Pay close attention to what 
others are saying and avoid 

interrupting

Respectful language

No personal attacks, 
name-calling or dismissive 

language

One speaker at a time

Wait for someone to finish 
their point before making 

yours

Be concise

Get your question or 
comment across clearly

and efficiently

Respect the chair

 The chair is responsible for 
making sure all agenda 

items are covered in a timely 
fashion, and discussion of 
certain items may need to 

continue outside of the 
meeting  

VULC Meetings



Please mute your phone or microphone when you are 
not speaking. A moderator may mute you. Ensure your 

name is displayed so that we know who you are.

We have a co-host who will watch the text chat and 
help make sure questions are addressed from online 

attendees.

Virtual Meetings



Land Acknowledgement

We acknowledge that HUB Cycling operates on the 
traditional, ancestral, and unceded territories of the 
Musqueam, Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh people. 
We recognize and respect the stewardship of this 
land and waters by these Indigenous communities, 
who have lived here for thousands of years and 
continue to do so. We acknowledge the historical 
and ongoing injustices that Indigenous peoples 
have faced and continue to face, and we commit to 
working towards reconciliation and decolonization 
in our community and beyond. 



Welcome and Introductions

• Welcome to new attendees

• Minutes from March meeting

• Anything to add to the agenda?



Meeting Agenda
• Introductions and land acknowledgement
• Agenda, Action Item Review, Announcements and Upcoming 

Events
• Groups.io: What you missed
• Deep Dive: Changes to the Motor Vehicle Act and Regulations
• Updates from Working Group leads
• Consultations/CoV Updates
• HUB Cycling Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) - no update
• HUB Cycling Board Update - no update this month
• VULC Correspondence/Meetings
• Meeting Adjourns (8:00 pm)  



Action Items Review

• Van311 – please report bike lane maintenance issues to the CoV 
using the smartphone app or by calling 311.  Note the new 
features for reporting bike issues.

• Schedule an Assessment Ride (Jeff) - done

• Schedule an April Social Ride (Anthony) - done



Announcements

• Go By Bike Week and Bike to School Week both start June 3rd.  
Early registration is open.

• The Bicycle Film Festival is on May 18th at the Rio Theatre

• The BCCC Active Transportation Summit will be held June 18-19 
in New Westminster

https://bikehub.ca/bike-events/go-by-bike-week
https://bikehub.ca/bike-to-school/bike-to-school-week
https://bikehub.ca/bicycle-film-festival
https://bccycling.ca/at-summit-2024


Announcements

• A UBC student research project has published a report entitled 
“Conflict Narrative: The Stanley Park Bike Lane”. We have asked 
HUB staff to post and circulate it.

• Translink has published new Design Guidelines for transit stops 
located adjacent to cycling infrastructure. This is an excellent 
resource that can apply beyond transit stops.

• Adam Hawk has a new petition calling on CoV staff to improve 
safety for cycling by following through on the CoV 2017 
commitments related to local street bikeways.  These changes 
are within the existing mandate of the City Engineer.  

https://www.translink.ca/-/media/translink/documents/plans-and-projects/managing-the-transit-network/design_guide_bus_stops_adjacent_to_cycling.pdf
https://www.change.org/p/vancouver-take-action-on-your-2017-bike-safety-commitments?utm_source=Local-media&utm_campaign=VancouverBikeSafety&utm_content=Other&utm_term=1000+&utm_medium=Local-petition


groups.io
If you’re subscribed to “special announcements only” you missed discussions like these:

Maple St at Broadway



Deep Dive:  Changes to the BC 
Motor Vehicle Act and Regulations

Advocacy history on this issue 
• 25 year initiative
• Previous MVA was drafted in 1957

Road Safety Law Reform Group
• BC Trial Lawyers Association
• Cycling Advocates (HUB Cycling, BCCC)
• Health Authorities and Health Research Agencies
• Municipalities
• A detailed Position Paper calling for changes to the MVA 

was published in 2018



Changes to the MVA and regulations:
Definitions

Vulnerable road users in B.C. are defined as a pedestrian or 
person on:

• A cycle

• A motorcycle

• An animal or animal-driven vehicle

• An electric kick scooter

• An electric wheelchair or a mobility scooter



Changes to the MVA and regulations:
Duty of Care

• Drivers must always take proper precautions around 
vulnerable road users on a public road

• Drivers must keep a safe distance when passing 
vulnerable road users

• New rules begin June 3, 2024.  Education and 
awareness campaigns start then.

• Police can issue violation tickets and fines for 
contraventions of the new vulnerable road user safety 
laws. Penalties range from:

• Failing to take proper precautions with vulnerable road users - $109 and 
3 driver penalty points.

• Failing to maintain prescribed minimum passing distances - $368 and 3 
driver penalty points.

• To a maximum fine of $2,000 and 6 months of imprisonment.



Changes to the MVA and regulations:
Overtaking distances

The minimum passing distances are: 
• Highways 50 km/h or less: 1 m
• Highways 51 km/h or over: 1.5 m
• Drivers interacting with vulnerable road users who are in 

separated and protected cycling lanes and on sidewalks: 
0.5 m

• The minimum passing distance is measured from the 
furthest protruding part of a passing motor vehicle (e.g. a 
mirror) and the furthest protruding part of vulnerable road 
user or their equipment (e.g. handlebar)

• Regulations for minimum following distances were not 
implemented



Changes to the MVA and regulations:
Motor Assisted Cycles (e bikes)

A motor assisted cycle (e-bike) must have:
• Fully operable pedals (or hand cranks) capable of propelling the cycle, 

including when the motor is engaged and providing assistance 
propelling the device

• An electric motor of a certain maximum output and no combustion 
engine

• Safety features that stop the motor from propelling the device in 
certain instances (e.g. when braking or when not pedaling or applying 
the throttle)

• Motors and batteries that are securely fastened to the cycle (must 
have insulated and covered electrical terminals)

• Two or three wheels (must be at least 350mm in diameter)

• A braking system capable of quickly bringing the device to a stop



Changes to the MVA and regulations:
Motor Assisted Cycles (e bikes)



Changes to the MVA and regulations:
Other Micro Mobility Devices

• The Kick Scooter Pilot was extended for four years, and 
is only running in participating communities
• Focus is on collecting data for eventual inclusion in the MVA

• Max device speed 25 km/hr

• Minimum operator age 16 years

• Equipped with handlebars, brakes, lights, bell or horn

• Potential for future consideration of other micromobiltiy 
devices 



Changes to the MVA and regulations:
Potential Impacts on ICBC Claims

• ICBC benefits after a crash can depend on whether the 
person is deemed responsible, or not responsible, or 
whether responsibility is shared or not determined

• We don’t know yet how vulnerable road user infractions 
may impact ICBC claims



Potential Impacts on Existing AT Infrastructure:
eg:  Davie St proposed improvements

• Under the new MVA, drivers are expected to cross the centre line to overtake a vulnerable 
road user safely, and can’t legally squeeze through.

• From the BC Government press release:  “If it is safe to do so, you can cross over a single 
or double yellow centre line to provide a vulnerable road user as much space as possible 
when passing.”  This is a change from past regulations about not crossing a double line.



Working Group 
Updates



Updates from Working Group Leads

• Assessment Rides – Jeff, Anthony – Two rides scheduled in East 
Van, April 20th and May 4th.  Saturdays, 10 am.  Meet Location TBA

• Cycling in Parks – Lisa – East Park consultation, e bikes and scooters 
now permitted on park paths

• Arbutus Greenway – Stan/Jeff/Anthony – Detour at King Edward, 
improvements at King Edward and at 41st

• Broadway Subway – Anthony – Maple detour for Cypress

• Elections Working Group – Lisa  

• NE Quadrant Greenway – Clark 

• Secure Bike Parking – Melanie – Working group charter drafted, 
looking for additional members

• Social Rides - Anthony – April 28th, 1pm start @ Olympic Village



VULC Social Rides
● Social pace rides (15 km/h average)

● Targeting ~20 km group riding (+ to/from)

● No drops! (No one left behind)

● All rides are loops

● Rain will not deter us

● Not assessment rides!



20 km. Start/stop @
 Olympic Village Square (“The Birds”)

No gravel. Gelato at the end.

Look for Eventbrite registration link on 
groups.io within the next few days

Required: Eventbrite registration, 
online waiver, helmet

Centre Loop
Sunday Apr 28th @ 1 pm

Contact 
anthonyfloyd@gmail.com

NEXT RIDEVULC Social Rides



Consultations / 
CoV Updates



Consultations - Gastown/Water St

• Water St construction work is underway at the east 
end near Maple Square.  Detour is in place for 
people walking and cycling.  Work is underway to 
replace the cobblestones with bricks set in mortar 
(similar to the South False Creek Seaside Greenway 
improvements

• Upcoming summer car light pilot

• BIA is planning a summer bike valet in Gastown



Consultations - East Park Improvements
Braid Concept Design



Consultations - East Park Improvements
Breathe Concept Design



Consultations - Ontario Bikeway 
Improvements

A. Protected Intersection

B. Two way protected bike lane on Ontario

C. Future separated walking/cycling paths

D. One way southbound travel on Ontario

E. Dedicated southbound turn lane

F. Parking

G. Retained access to parkades

H. Public Bike Share station

I. Adjustments to the centre median west of Ontario



Consultations - E bike (and e scooter) access to 
the Seawall and Park Paths

• The CoV e scooter program is being aligned with the 
new BC MVA changes, and will run until 2028

• New rules for where e scooters can be used, including 
local streets, and certain roads posted over 50 km/hr  
(not just in cycle lanes)

• Planned launch of a public e scooter share system later 
this year

• As part of these changes, the City and Park Board have 
both approved changes to their respective bylaws to 
allow e scooters, and e bikes, on the Seaside Greenway 
and on park paths where cycling is allowed.



Consultations - Comox St Interim Protected 
Bike Lane

• Located in front of Lord Roberts Elementary School, 
where the School Street pilot ran



Consultations - Arbutus Greenway at King 
Edward Improvements

1. Separation
2. New Curbs and 

median
3. New Ramps
4. Signal Phasing
5. One Way traffic
6. Connection to 

W King Edward
7. Bike Share 

station
8. Rainwater 

features and 
plantings
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Consultations - Arbutus Greenway at King Edward 
Improvements - Detour during Construction



Consultations - Arbutus Greenway at 41st 
Improvements



Consultations - Pine and 1st Ave Connector

21

3



RAC / Board Updates



RAC Update

• No update this month



HUB Board Update

• No update this month



VULC 
Correspondence/Meetings



Correspondence/Meetings

• Meeting with Pacific Centre cyclists re ramp access 
• Meeting with Easy Park 

• Interest in creating secure bike parking at existing Easy 
Park facilities, with controlled access via an app

• Discussion on key locations downtown
• Meeting with concerned parents of Lord Byng Secondary, 

QE Elementary re 16th Ave traffic calming 



Wrap Up



Breakout Rooms

• Cycling in Parks 

• General discussion 



Appendices



Prototype Gap Map (Vancouver/UBC) with 
SoC Route Data (Sept 2023)



Vancouver UBC Local Committee 
Priority Gaps (Sept 2023)



CoV Active Mobility Plan 2023







Vancouver Greenways Plan



State of Cycling Benchmarking Study



Translink MBN October 2021



Metro Vancouver Greenway Plan



VULC Guiding Principles
Choice of infrastructure
Prioritize separated lanes and phase-separated signals over 
painted markings to assure safety and comfort for people on bikes.

“Paint is not infrastructure”

Choice of location
Prefer areas where people frequently travel, such as commercial 
high streets, transit nodes, work centers, schools, cross-town 
routes connecting these destinations, interregional routes, and 
other desirable destinations.

“Put infrastructure where people want to go”

Choice of route
Cycle routes that are winding and indirect have been shown to 
discourage cycling and can compromise safety.

“Prioritize direct routes for people on bikes, instead of 
unnecessarily winding paths”

Help for the vulnerable 
Focus on infrastructure that encourages the use of bicycles by 
vulnerable and equity-deserving riders, and develop safe bypass 
routes for fast and confident riders.

“New improvements should appeal to people new to cycling, not 
just avid cyclists”

Infrastructure for parks
Advocate for safe and accessible cycling routes, not just to parks 
but also inside parks. People on bikes are park users. 

“To and through parks”

Equitable advocacy 
Consider the diverse needs of individuals and devices, including all 
ages and abilities, genders, children and families, incomes, 
backgrounds, people new and experienced in cycling, older people, 
people cycling with disabilities, and all types of bicycles including 
e-bikes, cargo bikes, recumbent bikes, hand-bikes, and other 
useful inventions.

“Equitable advocacy helps everyone”

Fresh ideas
Promote novel ideas like school streets, cycle-permeable parklets 
and plazas, and car-free blocks to encourage safe and comfortable 
cycling throughout the city. 

“Roads are for people, not cars”

AAA cycling network
Encourage expansion of the AAA cycling network beyond 
Downtown and the Broadway Corridor, with a specific focus on 
underdeveloped areas on the south and east sides of the city, and 
connections to cycle networks in neighbouring municipalities. 

“There is more to a city than its downtown”



VULC Guiding Principles (cont’)
Speed limits
To enhance safety, lobby for a maximum speed limit of 30 km/h in 
areas where people driving and cycling share space. At 50 km/h, 
80% of pedestrians will die in a collision. At 30 km/h, 85% of 
pedestrians survive a collision. 

“Speeding vehicles endanger people on bicycles”

Bike crashes
Use the term “crash” to emphasize that most accidents are 
preventable, and call for engineering solutions to reduce them. 

“Crash, not accident”

Respect
Practice constructive collaboration with staff and elected officials to 
achieve long-term goals and maintain respectful and nurturing 
relationships. 

“Work with politicians and staff, not against them”

Theft
Push for safe and secure bicycle parking and end-of-trip facilities. 
They play a critical role in encouraging more people to cycle 
regularly. People will choose not to cycle if there is a risk their bike 
will not be there when they return.

“Bike thieves are everywhere”


