VACC Burnaby General Meeting Minutes

Date and Time:  September 8, 2011 at 6:45 to 8:45pm

Location:           McGill Library, North Burnaby

Attendance:

Claude Tani (acting chair & secretary), Luis Bernhardt, Amer Bhatti, Fiona Walsh (presenter), Lorraine Smith (presenter), Briana

1) Review and adoption of June 9, 2011 meeting minutes:  passed.

· Correction to minutes:  The Burnaby Mountain Gondola will not replace the #145 transit bus.

2) Review and adoption to tonight’s Meeting Agenda:  passed

3) VACC Sub-committee Iron Workers Memorial Bridge (IWMB).  Presenters: Fiona Walsh and Lorraine Smith:

· Feasibility study was started Oct. 2010.  The end result is a report for improvements for the bridge.  See Burnaby VACC web group for report.  The sub-committee will submit the report to government officials maybe in the fall, after agreement from all VACC committees in the metro area.  Please provide feedback on the report to Lorraine Smith at VACC head office (lorraine@vacc.bc.ca).

· Some issues that the report addresses are:  good rub rails, con-currant flow (access getting on and off bridge), large elevation levels, narrow sidewalk (1 to 1.2m), low rails, high noise, high winds, bumpy sidewalk.

· Southwest path is stepped down for wheelchairs, but causes a hazard for cyclists.

· Southwest path switchbacks down to the Skeena tunnel are not designed for longer bikes like tandems, trailers, cargo bikes.  The switchbacks are owned by the City of Vancouver.  The switchbacks have a steep descent, making you lose a lot of elevation and then you must regain the elevation if you are heading to Burnaby.

· There are plans to up grade all bridges with suicide railings.

4) Cycling Skills Course (Sep 25, Bonsor Rec. Centre) – promotion:

· Suggestion:  advertise in local papers:  Burnaby Now and Burnaby Newsleader.  May be able to put in free public announcements in the newspapers.  Volunteer needed to take on this project.  VACC head office does not appear to put announcement in local papers.

· Poster and flyer in the neighbourhood (Metrotown area):  Volunteers needed to print the flyer (located on our web group) and post them in high traffic areas.  Suggestion – post them at the bike shops (Jubilee and Different Bikes)

5) BTWW/BTSW:  Fall 2011

· Celebration Stations and Primary/Secondary Schools:  Looking for locations and volunteers to set up bike stations.  Suggestion – set up at SFU, the four town centers (Metrotown, Brentwood, Lougheed, etc…), along bike routes (S2R, BC Parkway, Central Valley Greenway)..

6) Burnaby Mountain Gondola Transit Project:

· Top station of the Gondola may be 1km away from the university, so students will have to walk

· Gondola will run every 4 minutes

7) Complete Streets Policy:  deferred to a later date

8) Vision Day (Initiation for the CoB Cycling Master Plan):  deferred.

9) Other Business:

· VACC Advocacy Workshop:  Oct 15 at McGill Library from 1pm to 4:45pm.  The workshop will be divided into one hour segments with different topics.  Cyclists can meet and share ideas.  It is open to the public.  Contact Lorraine Smith at VACC head office for more info. or to give any comments and suggestions.

· Local committees suggested to the VACC head office their main issues that need improvement:  How to approach decision makers, sharing success stories between local committees, and retaining members

· To be covered by the VACC insurance, we must keep a record of the date and time for group rides.  For further info. about insurance contact Jack Becker.

· Suggestion:  Use the library facilities for our meetings.  Eg:  projector screen, wi fi

10) Adjournment:

· Next meeting:  Thursday, Oct. 13, 2011 -  6:45 to 8:45pm at McGill Library.  Usually second Thursday of every month, except July and August.  Please check list serve for any changes to the dates.

Upcoming VACC Burnaby meeting dates:

2011 - Nov 10, Dec 8

2012 – Jan 12, Feb 9, Mar 8, Apr 12, May 10, Jun 14, Sep 13, Oct 11, Nov 8, Dec 13
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