
VACC Assessment Ride

Prince Edward St. July 12th, 2011
The assessment ride notes were put together by members of the VACC Van/UBC Committee however the VACC doesn't necessarily endorse all recommendations in them. For further information, please contact one of our Committee Chairs, Lisa Slakov or Heather Harvey at vancouver@vacc.bc.ca
Overall Prince Edward is a good choice for a North/South route. Heading North from Marine Drive, it has one of the more gradual elevation changes. In many places it's very pretty and offers a pleasant ride.

We started at 31st Ave E where Prince Edward connects with the Hillside bike route and rode North.

· The east curb is falling. Repaving and maintenance is needed along most of the route between 28th and Kingsway.

· 28th Ave. Add a traffic circle or change stop signs to face East/West traffic and provide right of way to North/South traffic. 
· 24th Ave.  Add a traffic circle or change stop signs to face East/West traffic and provide right of way to North/South traffic. The South East corner of the intersection has an unpaved gutter and draincover which is very low compared to the street surface. 

· 24th Ave. to King Edward needs repaving. 

· Traffic calming between King Edward and Kingsway, close off a small portion of the street with a parklet and create pedestrian and cycling paths in all directions. There is a school and park between 23rd and 21st that looks like it would be a good spot for it. There is also a sidewalk through the park going East/West between 22nd Ave and the school, this could be a good place to close off the streetand create pedestrian and cycling paths in all directions. 

· 20th Ave. Add a traffic circle or change stop signs to face East/West traffic and provide right of way to North/South traffic.
· 19th Ave. to 18th Ave. Rough patches of asphalt.

· 18th Ave. Add a traffic circle or change stop signs to face East/West traffic and provide right of way to North/South traffic.
· 18th Ave. to 17th Ave. East side of roadway is slumping.

· 16th Ave. Add a controlled crossing here with the bush button/sensor for the crossing near the centre to allow cars to turn right onto 16th but not drive straight through on Prince Edward
· 15th Ave. Add a traffic circle or change stop signs to face East/West traffic and provide right of way to North/South traffic
Crossing Kingway.

Option #1 (not in any particular order): from Prince Edward turn right on 15th St and cross Kingsway at the controlled crossing already in place at St George St.

· 15th Ave. We would like to see the right hand turn closed connecting Kingsway to 15th if this is going to be bike route. The traffic coming off Kingsway is going too fast and does not appear to ad hear to the stop sign making it a dangerous crossing for all.

· A separated 2-way bike lane could be added in from 15th to secure access to the crossing, the sidewalk is too narrow to share comfortably. 

· A path could also be constructed to the bus island at 15th and the controlled crossing of Kingsway could be extended there. A 2-way seperated lane would then be needed on the North side of Kingsway connecting it to St George St. Widening the sidewalk would also be possible with the park there.

· Another access point to the St George crossing would be to add in a 2-way lane between 15th and Kingsway on the West side of the building, through the parking lot. Connecting to the crossing would need either a 2-way lane on the road or signage saying that section of crosswalk is a shared space, although it seems too narrow for that.

· Once we have crossed Kingsway this route is very nice. St George already had a controlled crossing at 12th and Broadway. It could continue straight through to 6th Ave where it would connect with the Off Broadway Route. From there we could turn North onto Brunswick to connect to the Central Valley Greenway.

· Another possibility would be to extend the cross walk to cover more of Kingsway, or just move it East, and have the bikes share the bus stop island at 15th and install a push button there.

Option #2: Add a crossing for bikes and pedestrians at the Kingsway and 12th intersection. Addition of a pedestrian crossing at the South side of the intersection crossing Kingsway, 

· Move the West bound Kingsway stop East and make it a three way intersection with a push button light and a signalled crossing connecting both sides of Prince Edward directly. 

· Change the sidewalk on the Southwest side of Kingsway between Prince Edward and 12th Ave. to a shared pedestrian/bikeway.
The sidewalk on the west side of Kingsway, between Prince Edward and 12th Ave. is only ~37 metres long. It is 14’6” wide at Prince Edward, and 12’4” wide at 12th Ave. That is enough width for a shared pedestrian/bike way for that short distance. There are existing crosswalks for the west side of Kingsway crossing 12th Ave., and the north side of 12th Ave. crossing Kingsway. Cyclists could use those crosswalks if the appropriate signs and roadway markings were installed. Prince Edward north of 12th Ave. is closed to cars, and there is a serviceable pedestrian/bike access to it at the inner corner of that sidewalk. 

Issues to consider:

1. Along the sidewalk on the southwest side of Kingsway,at the intersection with Prince Edward, a small planter narrows the sidewalk. This should be checked to see if it is an intrusion on public space.

2. The shallow angle (about 20 degrees) where Kingsway meets Prince Edward creates a danger for cars travelling southbound on Kingsway turning into Prince Edward at too high a speed. Appropriate pedestrian/bike crosswalk markings are the minimum treatment needed. Staff should consider prohibiting that right turn. One possibility is to enlarge the taffic island across that lane, creating a mini-park with a pedestrian/bike path through it connecting to the Kingsway sidewalk.

3. Consider adding pedestrian crossing buttons to the Kingsway/12th Ave. intersection.
Option #3: Use Sophia St to cross 12th and connect it to the 10th Ave bike route.

· From Prince Edward turn West on 13th, 14th or 15th to Sophia, crossing 12th at the controlled corssing.

· Add a two-way separated path from Sophia and Kingsway to 10th and Kingsway on the West side to connect to the 10th Ave bike route.

· Signage would be needed to clarify that the Prince Edward route connects to 10th, one block East of the Kingsway crossing.
North of Kingsway.
· There is already a signalized crossing at Prince Edward and Broadway

· Prince Edward and 8th Ave - add a traffic circle.

· Guelph Park - add signage and have the bike route go West along 8th Ave and North on Brunswick which connects directly to an already signallized intersection with Great Northern Way. The crosswalks would need bike markings added.
· Brunswick Ave at 7th. Add a traffic circle or change stop signs to face East/West traffic and provide right of way to North/South traffic.
· Great Northern Way. Extend the existing two-way bike path on the North side of Great Northern Way further West to Brunswick.  The thick hedge bordering the sidewalk could be narrowed to add an extra foot to the sidewalk width.

· Consider green thermoplastic paint for the crosswalk at Great Northern Way and Prince Edward.

· The ramp where Prince Edward meets Great Northern Way needs improving. Cyclists are not clear whether to use the ramp or the street, and the turn has poor sightlines.

