VACC Assessment Ride
Comox Helmcken Greenway. October 2nd, 2011

The assessment ride notes were put together by members of the VACC Vancouver/UBC Committee however the VACC doesn't necessarily endorse all recommendations in them. For further information, please contact one of our Committee Chairs, Lisa Slakov or Heather Harvey at vancouver@vacc.bc.ca.
The City of Vancouver is currently asking for feedback regarding the development of the Comox-Helmcken Greenway. The online survey breaks up the Greenway into 2 sections, (A) is for Comox Street between Stanley Park and Burrard, (B) includes the Comox-Helmcken connection on Burrard St and continues on Helmcken to the False Creek Seawall in Yaletown. Section (B) has a number of possible cycling routes being proposed, as a group we assessed the Helmcken - Richards - Drake - Marinaside option. Discussion around the other routes was had and a number of opinions have been included in this document. 

General Suggestions for the entire route:

· Reduce each block to one traffic lane and one or two parking lanes, so that each block has one-way vehicle flow; but vary the direction so that no more than two blocks flow the same way. Reallocate some street width to walkways, bikeways and landscaping. (examples: Beach and Granville, 7th and Heather).

· Signs indicating connections, for example "To Hornby St", “Cardero Bike Route”, "Connection to Central Valley Greenway", "To Cambie Bridge", "To Stanley Park", etc.

· Informational signs should be every few blocks informing people of attractions, shopping, etc. close by. For example at Comox and Bute there could be a sign mentioning the Davie Street and Robson Street shopping districts. At Nicola there could be mention of the shops that are close by at Nicola and Nelson.

· Maps showing the greenway, Stanley Park trails, bike network and bike shops. Tips on cycling etiquette, signalling, turning procedures and information about crossing specific intersections should be included. 

· Water fountains along bike routes/greenways should have taps or be large enough to use to fill up water bottles.

Section A - Comox between Burrard St and Stanley Park Dr

General suggestions

· Comox from Burrard all the way west to the dead end would be a great candidate for a one way street.  This would allow one lane parking, one lane of travel and room for a separated two way bike lane. Traffic calming by converting some of the connecting to streets to one-way could also prove useful.

· Sidewalks need to be widened along the entirety of Comox St to accommodate pedestrians, strollers, people walking bikes up the South side due to the steeper grade in certain areas. 

Block by Block, heading West on Comox from Burrard:

· Burrard St  to Thurlow St needs to be repaved.

· Thurlow St - crossing currently is a yellow flashing yield light for cars, this should be upgraded to a controlled pedestrian crossing with a flashing green/red light. Install in-road bike detection to activate signal.

· Section from Thurlow to Bute has a Farmers Market in the summer months. Signage would be needed for cyclists to proceed at walking speed. Providing an alternative path on a widened sidewalk or through Nelson Park during market times would be ideal.

· Bute St - install roundabout 

· Broughton St - switch stop signs to face North/South traffic or install roundabout/traffic calming. New development on the North/West corner, ensure parking entrance is to back alley and not onto Comox or Broughton Streets.

· Broughton St to Bidwell St requires some maintenance, there are large holes in the pavement that would be difficult to see, and therefore avoid, at night.

·  Broughton St to Bidwell St - traffic calming is needed throughout this section. Adding a parket at Cardero St and closing that intersection would be ideal to connect the 2 crossing greenways. Nicola St would also be a good candidate for a parket to provide easy access to shops one block away.

· Nicola St - switch stop signs to face North/South traffic or install roundabout/traffic calming.

· Bidwell St - switch stop signs to face North/South traffic or install roundabout/traffic calming.

· Denman St - busy intersection, traffic calming, such as restricting through traffic to right turning only, is required.

· Chilco St - signage added to direct cyclists to the North end of Stanley Park with a map detailing the area.

· Dead end - ‘no biking’ signage entering the park at the end of Comox would need to removed, path widened and gradual ramp built. A connection from the park to English Bay and into Stanley Park would be needed. 

· Park Lane - add a 2-way separated lane, either on Park Lane or widen the present walking-only path that parallels it, to connect English Bay and the Lost Lagoon.

Section B - Helmcken between Burrard St and the False Creek Seawall 

General Suggestions:

· Traffic calming is necessary. Reduce each block to one traffic lane and one or two parking lanes, so that each block has one-way vehicle flow; but vary the direction so that no more than two blocks flow the same way. Reallocate some street width to walkways, bikeways and landscaping. (examples: Beach and Granville, 7th and Heather). 

· 2-way separated bike path is necessary to create a safe travel route for all.

Helmcken - Comox connection on Burrard St., there are a few options:

1) Two-way separated bike lane on the East side of Burrard St.  Challenges are the bus stop and bus lane in this section. 

2) One-way separated bike lanes on either side of the street. The West side of Burrard is already a bike lane, it would take some reconfiguration to put in a separated lane here. We could also widen the sidewalks and incorporate a lane for bikes to connect Comox with Helmcken.

Either of the above options requires a new signal light to be installed at Comox and Burrard for safe crossing.

3) Two-way separated bike lane on the West side of Burrard St. There is already a bike lane here and there is enough space for it. Challenge here is the ER hospital entrance, signage would be needed as well as places to wait while ambulance goes by. Instead of a creating a separate lane on the road we could widen the sidewalks to accommodate bike traffic for this half a block. Once again not ideal with the number of pedestrians and hospital users in the area.

 Three options to connect Helmcken to the False Creek Seawall:

1) Richards to Drake to Marinaside to the seawall - too indirect for a primary bike route, it would not likely attract commuters. It would be a nice secondary route as it is calm and would probably be quite nice for neighborhood residences going out for a leisurely ride.

2) Richards St to Davie St would be another option to connect to the Seawall. A bike box at the Davie St. intersection to allow for the 2-step turns. Separated lanes or widened sidewalks with raised bike paths (such as on Carral St) would be needed to connect to the False Creek Seawall. 

3) Helmcken St - An earlier assessment ride was done of this segment, please find it attached. We have a few addition comments below:

· Chains between the park and Helmcken street need to come down to allow for a connection.

· Helmcken Park - Remove the large and unappreciated fountain to provide more space to accommodate flow of pedestrians and bikes. Post signage for bikes to yield to pedestrians and proceed at walking speed.

· Connection to seawall goes through private property, would need to work with the condo owners to create bike path through, there is plenty of space to accommodate bikes, would just need clear signage to yield to pedestrians.

Block by Block, heading East on Helmcken from Burrard:

· Hornby St - bike box is already in place, addition of green paint to ensure clear presence. Move the pedestrian crossing and motor-vehicle stop line farther from the intersection, extend the bike boxes to create a lane that could be used to make two-step left turns (see diagram at end of document). Provide instructions for how to do this on the information signs.   

· Howe St - tour buses park along stretch between Howe and Granville. These need to be moved or incorporate parking for them into the greenway.

· Seymour St - add signage indicating that the alley between Seymour and Richards leads to Emery Barnes Park.

· Richards St - A separated 2-way lane along the West side of the street, there is already a bike lane here and plenty of space. The other potential is to have a one-way separated south-bound lane on Richards and a one-way lane northbound on Homer. This is not the recommended or ideal solution.

· Drake St - addition of bike boxes to allow a two-step left turn connecting Drake and Richards St.

· Drake St, Richards to Marinaside Cres - a 2-way separated bike path or one-way on either side of the street

· Marinaside Cres and the seawall - there are 90º turns and blind corners. They need to be more curved and with much more visibility. The Seawall bike lane needs to be wider here to allow for those going straight to get around those waiting to make a turn onto Marinaside. This is a good place to have signage and maps about the greenway and the attractions and connections it leads to.

· Sewall at Davie St and Marinaside - it presently is unclear where bikes are supposed to go. If travelling north along the Seawall you can either go left uphill and then on the sidewalk or road or if you go right you are in an area with pedestrians. Signage is needed to clarify where cycling is meant to go at this point. Either coloured bricks making a pathway to join the bike path or coloured pavement going up the ramp and then on the road or sidewalk to join the path.
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