Assessment Ride, parallel to south side of the False Creek Seawall. Feb 7th, 2010.

Present: Ron (from the False Creek Neighbourhood Association), Terry, Shu, Tom, Ulrike.

The assessment ride notes were put together by knowledgeable members of the VACC Van/UBC Committee however the VACC doesn't necessarily endorse all recommendations in them. For further information, please contact Committee Chair, Lisa Slakov at lslakov@telus.net.
NOTE: Ron has requested that the False Creek Neighbourhood Association also reeive a copy of this report, when completed.

The task was to assess how to improve the existing bike route through here from Ontario to Burrard Streets to make it more amenable for commuting, and thus encourage fast commuter riders to not speed along the Seawall.

We came up with two scenarios: one easily implemented in the short term by improving signage and stencils along the existing route; and the other more visionary for the long term.

We were unable to travel along 1st Ave east of the Cambie Bridge due to Olympic barriers, but we are assured that bike lanes will be installed there after the Olympics are over. We started beneath the Cambie Bridge and headed west.

Short Term

Before starting: We like the new treatment of 5th Ave between Yukon and Cambie, and the cyclists' crossing lane on 2nd Ave. However, some stencils are needed here, and westbound access from the raised concrete island is difficult because it is not obvious how to reach that island, and the police are blocking the island ramp by parking trucks in front of it. It really needs to be improved, perhaps by removing that island, and painting (and stencilling) a lane on the road instead.

There is signage needed beneath the Cambie bridge indicating that there is a Seawall Bypass route here, and directing cyclists onto Commodore Road.

Corner of Commodore Road and Moberly: More signage needed to direct cyclists further west. Bike stencils on the road would be nice, too.

Corner of Moberly and Charleson: as above, signage and stencils.

Charleson Road itself is very narrow without much room for expansion. A 30 km/h speed limit would be welcomed, along cyclist road markings and "Share the road" signs. The lighting should be improved for night riding. Another suggestion was that car traffic be removed from Charleson Road, the bus re-routed, and that stretch reserved for cyclists only. Very few cars use this stretch. We also wondered if it is possible to somehow connect to the Laurel Street overpass above.

Lamey's Mill Road intersection also needs signage to show cyclists where to go to continue.

Approaching Granville (the street beneath the bridge is actually named Anderson):

Signage could be added indicating the car-free turnoff to Granville Island just before reaching Anderson.

Reaching Burrard Street: Proceed to 2nd Ave and Fir, turn right and detour down to 1st Ave. It would be more direct if the bike lane on Burrard was extended to 2nd Ave. Finally, 1st Ave east and west of Burrard should be a bike route (from Fir to Cypress).

* Same Route Eastbound: Signage and stencils required at 1st Ave and Fir to indicate that a Seawall Bypass route is available. The same - along with a bike box - should be installed at 2nd and Anderson beneath the Granville Bridge.

Long Term

We feel that there is ample room within the existing rail right-of-way (where the Olympic streetcar is presently) to develop it as a transportation corridor with separated bike lanes in each direction, along with the streetcar. We like this idea for several reasons:

* It's flat, and eliminates the troublesome narrow stretch along Charleson Road.

* It could continue east to Science World and beyond.

* It could easily connect with the potential Arbutus corridor, somewhere around Fir Street.

This long term suggestion does not correspond with the False Creek Neighbourhood Association's desire for a Greenway through their community, since access points to Granville Island are limited. Perhaps the Seawall could then be reassessed as a potential pedestrian-oriented Greenway, with cyclists granted access but only if they ride slowly.

