VACC Ontario Street Assessment Ride
The assessment ride notes were put together by knowledgeable members of the VACC Van/UBC Committee however the VACC doesn't necessarily endorse all recommendations in them. For further information, please contact Committee Chair, Lisa Slakov at lslakov@telus.net.

Stage One: April 18, 2010

Stage Two: May 16, 2010

We started at 1st Ave and proceeded south as far as 29th Ave in April, then resumed and proceeded to Kent Street in May. Our recommendations mainly address ways to reduce car traffic on this busy bike route.

* 1st Ave. We'd prefer to see a 4-way Stop on this corner, and not traffic lights. Also we'd like to see the bike route extended directly north to the Seawall.

* 2nd Ave. A bike-permeable median was promised here quite some time ago, but we see no sign of it yet.

* 5th Ave (intersection with another bike route). We'd like to see bike-permeable medians in both directions on this corner.

* Broadway. Put the push button for the traffic light in a divider in the centre of Ontario Street, as is done at Heather Street and King Edward Ave.

* 10th Ave (intersection with another bike route). The stretch of 10th Ave between Ontario and Prince Edward Streets is of particular concern due to the large number of drivers who use it to avoid traffic lights on Broadway. We would like to see a full bike-permeable median at 10th and Quebec, and a diverter like the one on Columbia Street installed at the alley on Ontario Street between 10th Ave and Broadway.

* 11th Ave. The east/west Stop signs need to be made more prominent. They are very easy to miss, and many people drive through without stopping. We'd like to see either curb bulges or bright yellow speed bumps (or both) on 11th Ave here.

* 12th Ave. Put the push button for the traffic light in the centre of Ontario Street (same recommendation as for Broadway intersection).

* 16th Ave. We've heard that there will be a stop light installed here, and we support this. We'd prefer a flashing light with a push button (in the centre of Ontario Street), and not a solid red/yellow/green timed light.

* 17th Ave. The east/west Stop signs need to be made more prominent (same recommendation as for 11th Ave intersection).

* Approaching King Edward Ave, southbound. We'd prefer to see two diverters between 16th Ave and King Edward Ave, with one between 21st Ave and King Edward Ave.

* King Edward Ave. A bike-permeable median would be very welcome here.

* 29th Ave. We hear that there will be a bike-permeable median at 29th, and perhaps trials of others at 33rd and 41st Aves. We support, endorse and encourage this.

* Little Mountain Housing Redevelopment, south of 33rd Ave. We request that the city enforce its new rule and not allow motor vehicle access to or from the bike route(s) in any new development. There are two bike routes here that could be affected: Ontario Street and East 37th Ave. We noted that Quebec Street is unused in this area, and that could be the alternative for car traffic to/from 33rd Ave. 35th Ave could be extended west of Main Street as well.

* 50th and 51st Ave. We noted that the existing prohibition of left turns for cars on these corners serve to keep car traffic ON the bike route. We recommend a diverter at 51st Ave instead.

* 57th Ave. Prevent straight-through car traffic. We noted that the corner of 57th and Main has heavy traffic, and we suspect that many drivers are using Ontario Street to avoid the lights at 49th and Main (same problem as at 10th and Main). This causes unwanted car traffic on the bike route. Perhaps this problem could be fixed by redirecting car traffic at 57th and Quebec.

* 61st Ave. Could use a traffic circle to slow traffic.

* 62nd Ave. Please turn the Stop sign the other way (east/west).

* Marine Drive. Bike permeable median to prevent through car traffic. And we also ask that the city also enforce its new rule here, and not allow motor vehicle access to or from the bike route in the new development.

* Other observations:

1) We wonder if the 30 km/h speed limit signs could be redesigned for use on bike routes. The addition of the words “Bike Route” (perhaps in white on a green panel) on the sign, for example, would make them different and therefore (in theory) more noticeable.

2) Cyclists' opinion on traffic circles (good idea or not?) is evenly split with 50 per cent in favour, and 50 per cent opposed.

